SOCIAL BACKGROUND Of VAZHAKUWAM

The Vaikkam Satyagraha led by K. Kelappan, K.P. Kesava
Menon, T.K. Madhavan and the like, had its impact. Mannath
Padmanabhan had organised a Savarnajatha of Caste Hindus
supporting it.^ At last, by the year 1928, the approach roads to
all temples were thrown open to all the Hindus, irrespective of
caste, in the whole ofTravancore.39 In this context, the role of
C. Krishnan, the editor, Mitavadi.Calicut, who was highly inspired
by the ideas of Gandhiji and Indian National Congress needs
mention. In 1917, he had openly defied the order of Malabar
Collector denying freedom to the members of Tiyya community
and other backward classes in walking along the approach roads
to the Tali temple, Calicut.40

The famous Guruvayur Satyagraha organised on November
1, 1931, could not fulfil its immediate objective as its leader K.
Kelappan had to stop the indefinite fast initiated by him, as per the
advice of Gandhiji on October 2, 1932.41 A.K. Gopalan had
sincerely participated in it as the volunteer captian. The Satyagraha
did help to create a favourable climate in the eradication of un-
touchability.

The Sadhujana Paripalana Yogam was founded in 1907, by
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